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Cover/Signature Page - Abbreviated Template – Request for Change in Program Title 
Institution Submitting Request: Utah State University 
Proposed Title: Management and Restoration of Aquatic Ecosystems 
Currently Approved Title: Watershed and Earth Systems 
School or Division or Location: Quinney College of Natural Resources 
Department(s) or Area(s) Location: Watershed Sciences Department 
Recommended Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code1 (for new programs):  
Current Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code (for existing programs):  03.0205 
Proposed Beginning Date (for new programs): Existing program; request title change only. Sep 2016. 
Institutional Board of Trustees’ Approval Date: 05/06/16 
Proposal Type (check all that apply): 
Regents’ General Consent Calendar Items 
R401-5 OCHE Review and Recommendation; Approval on General Consent Calendar 




5.2.1 (CER P) Certificate of Proficiency* 
5.2.3 (GCR) Graduate Certificate* 
5.4.1 
New Administrative Unit 
Administrative Unit Transfer 
Administrative Unit Restructure 
Administrative Unit Consolidation 















Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Program 
Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Administrative Unit 
*Requires “Section V: Program Curriculum” of Abbreviated Template
Chief Academic Officer (or Designee) Signature: 
I certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to submitting this request to the 
Office of the Commissioner. 
Signature: Date:  06/15/16 
Printed Name: Laurens H. Smith 
Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
Utah State University 
BS, Management and Restoration of Aquatic Ecosystems 
03/29/16 
 
Section I: Request 
 
Utah State University’s Department of Watershed Sciences in the S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College of 
Natural Resources requests a change in title for the current program: BS degree in Watershed and Earth 
Systems. The proposed new title is: BS degree in Management and Restoration of Aquatic Ecosystems. 
 
Section II: Need 
 
Based on interviews with current and past students, the Department of Watershed Sciences (WATS) finds 
that the current program title, Watershed and Earth Systems, is ambiguous and does not adequately 
convey the nature of the program to prospective students and prospective employers. The proposed new 
program title, Management and Restoration of Aquatic Ecosystems, more clearly indicates the content, 
skills, and abilities of students in with the program. The name change is consistent with a broader goal of 
educating students who will find useful and meaningful employment. The new title is also consistent with 
the deep departmental faculty expertise in management and restoration of aquatic ecosystems. 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
The new program title is expected to help increase enrollment in the major, because the content and 
opportunities associated with the degree will be clearer. There are currently 12 majors in the program. The 
WATS Department hopes to grow the major. A new title and reinvigorated marketing to prospective 
students are part of that plan. Because the program is already established and currently undersubscribed, 
no administrative or facilities changes are required.   
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
Changing the title does not require new funds. The WATS Department anticipates growth in existing 
classes that are currently staffed with instructors. If the Department successfully grows the major, the only 
long-term financial change will be a growth in student credit hours for WATS classes. 
 
Section V:  Program Curriculum 
 
This request is for a change in program title only. The existing curriculum is well suited to the new program 
title. Moving forward with the existing major under a new title, the WATS Department expects to make 
changes in content and credit hours for two classes and replace an existing capstone class with an 
expanded capstone class intended to better serve the major. 
